BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WASHINGTON,

Tae Pueric SErviceE CoMMISSION OF WASBHING-
1o, er rel, EasTsipE CoMMERCIAL CLUR,

Complainants, Mo, 331.

va. + FixpiNas oF Facr,

NowtHERN Pacrric Rartiway CoMPANY, a cor- In re Facilitles at
poration, and NorTHERN PaciFic EXPRESS Kirkland.

CoMPaNY, & corporation,

Defendants.

This cause came on regularly to be heard at Seattle, Wash-
ington, on the 26th day of September, 1911, before H. A, Fair-
child, J. C. Lawrence, Jesse S. Jones, members of and constitut-
ing The Public Service Commission of Washington. The com-
plainant, the Eastside Commereial Club, was represented by W.
B. Stratton, its attorney, and the defendants, the Northern Pa-
cific Railway Company and the Northern Express Company,
were represented by George T. Reid, their attorney. FEvidence
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was introduced by the respective parties and The Public Ser-
vice Commission of “"nsllingl‘.nn |1u[||g now fll]l:r advised in the
premises, makes the following

Fixoixes or Facr:

L

The defendant, the Northern Pacific Railway Company, is a
corporation engaged in operating lines of railroad in the State
of Washington, as a common carrier and, among other lines of
railroad operated by it, is a line extending from the station of
Renton at the south end of Lake Washington in King County,
northerly along the east side of said lake, passing through the
Town of Kirkland, and thence to a connection with the Seattle
Division of the said railroad near the north end of Lake Wash-
ington.

IT.

That the Northern Express Company is a corporation en-
gaged as a common carrier in conducting express business over
the lines of the Northern Pacific Railway Company, including
the line running through the Town of Kirkland.

I11.

The East Side Commercial Club is a commereial organization
composed of residents, business men and property owners of
Kirkland and vicinity and organized for the purpose of promot-
ing the welfare of the commercial and business interests of Kirk-
land and the several other towns and settlements along the east
side of Lake Washington ; that there are approximately 1,500
peaple {|irf_=i:f1_v trihut:u‘}r to Kirkland who would make use of
station facilities and the services of an agent provided by the
Northern Pacific Railway Company at the Town of Kirkland.

Iv.

That herctofore the Northern Pacific Railway Company has
failed to provide or maintain at Kirkland or in the vieinity
thercof, any depot for the storing and handling of freight or
for the accommadation of passengers and has failed to provide
an agent at said station and the Northern Express Company
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has likewise failed to provide an agent at that station or to make
any arrangements for the handling of the express matter at
the station of Kirkland.

V.

That the stations nearest the Town of Kirkland, which have
heretofore been provided with agents, have been Woodenville,
about seven miles to the north, and Renton about twelve miles
to the south, so that patrons of the Northern Pacific Railway
Company doing business at Kirkland, have been obliged to
transact such business through the agent at Woedenville or
through the agent at Renton.

VI.

That gunds shipped to merchants at Kirkland and \'irinit}'
over the lines of the Northern Pacific Railway Company, have
had to be prepaid and have been delivered at Kirkland by un-
loading the same alongside of the track and by reason of such
manner of delivery such shipments have been exposed to the
weather and frequently damaged and sometimes lost.

VIL
That the total freight business, both carload and less than
carload, transacted by the Northern Pacific Railway Company
for the residents of Kirkland and wicinity from the 1st day of
February, 1911, to the 24th day of July, 1911, has averaged
$675.00 per month.

VIII.

That the Northern Pacific Railway Company would be ob-
liged to pay an agent at Kirkland a salary of at least $70.00
per month,

IX.

That the complainant has agreed and stipulated to bear one-
half of the expense of an agent’s salary for a period of six
months for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not the
amount of business furnished by the Town of Kirkland and
vicinity to the Northern Pacific Railway Company is sufficient
to justify that companr in maintaining an agent at Kirkland.
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Having made the foregoing findings of fact, The Public Ser-
vice Commission of Washington concludes, that:
I
That the Northern Pacific Railway Company should be re-
quired to erect a station building at a suitable location in the
Town of Kirkland.
11
That the amount of business now furnished by the Town of
Kirkland and vicinity to the Northern Pacific Railway Com-
pany is not sufficient to warrant the Commission in ordering
that the Northern Pacific Railway Company be required to
maintain an agent at that station at its sole expense but that
an agent should be stationed at Kirkland for a period of six
months, provided the complainant in this action will contribute
$35.00 per month towards his salary.
Novemeer 21, 1911.



